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' DEDICATION. 


| of Great-Britain; and if, Fcas but 

meet their Approbation, I am am. 
To you then Ladies, I appeal, ana 
preſu ume to offer this ſmall. Sacti ice 
at your ſbrine, as the Firſt Fruits 
of my Pen; and ſhould this. Intro. 
duction merit your future Proteckion, 

1 ſhall deem it the whiteſt Mi — 


of my Lij 


ie, and every Hour here- 
after Pall be employed i in Endea- 


bs, - a A 2. * 


vours io convince you with what un- 
feign'd Altach nen, 0 Deference, and 
. T9 am, hk , 


Re at * 8 . % < 2 
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moſt devoted, and 


moſt bumble Servant, 


The AUTHOR. 
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purely for the Amuſement and 
Pleaſure” of the Fair Ses, it Is 
Dom their Deciſion ame” chax: the 


Facts, I hope they will meet with Reception, 
from every Female Reader, as may encourage 
him ta draw his Pen, again for . their Diverſion, 
y no Means, aſſume to himſelf the 
ir, eſpecially to the Fair 3 ſince 
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prejudice” them againſt him. But, if he has 
preſumed to. terme a few curſory. Remarks . 

and ſerious Refledions on the modern, N 
Practice of 9 hunting (as theſe T; eague-land 8 
Beaux term it) only by way of neceſſary Cau- 
tion to prevent the generous, undeſigning Fair 
from being deluded, and falling, a prey to ſome 
empty Nothing, ſome ill. deſi igning Knave, under 
the ſpecious Maſque of being a Gentleman of 


Character, Family, and Fortune: As theſe only 


were the Motives of ſuch cautionary Advice, 
he. hopes they. wil enero ſuperviſe the 
Freedom. Be 


Shelim Of Blunder, Eſquire,” the H ro. of our 


Story, was born (as he aſſerts) 1 in the * Gounty 


of Tipperary, in the King gdom of Felina, of 
an ancient and honourable Family ; but being 


done of the junior Branches of the Family, had 


fall Hopes of a any advantageous Lot falling to 
him therefrotn; or an pecuniary | Donation, or 
Bequeſt from his Father, ſhould he live 'till his 
Father's Deveaſe, 1 can't take upon me to fay, 
where he was educated, but am apprehenſive 
that his mental Endowments were not the moſt 


4 4 ** : C4 4 accom-; 


3 SY . 


X33) 


accompliſhed, either natural, or acquired andi 
His Knowledge of polite Literature, and the li- 
beral Sciences was very natrow-limited ; ſo: that 
with ſome Juſtice, a Man might apply to him 


that Expreſſion of Dean Swift*s, His Garress 5 


were full of Rubbiſh; or in the Terms of | OW 
ly, O thou Head of the * 

Our! Hero beg willing. to launch into „Life. 
as ſoon as he poſſibly could, was ever ruminating 


in his Mind what was the moſt neceſſary Courſe 
he ſhould purſue; and which was the moſt like- 


ly Expedient to give him a quick and lively In- 
ſight of the World, and inſtru& him in the Man- 
ners and. Diſpoſitions of Men. Like a wiſe 
Conjuror, that was quite unacquainted with his 


own future Fortune, he very prudently deter- 


mined. to ſerve his Majeſty, in the Character of 


a Soldier, and by that Means at leaſt wear (if 
he was not actually ſo) the Title of Gentleman. 


To this end he enliſted himfel 


in his Majeſty's Service, where he remained til 


he had almoſt forgot what he never learn'd, (his 
Duty) and before he had been eee f 
in the Regiment, always affecting the Fop ra- 


ther than- the Man, and deſpiſing the Office, 
_ B 2 though 


lf as a private Man, 


(4) 
Hit he "liked the Title of a Soldier; was, 
through ſome Miſdemeanor he committed, . 
ther in Contempt of Orders, Neglect of Duty, 
or immodeſt Behaviour, ſentenc'd to undergo 
martial Diſcipſine. This, every one will ima- 
5 gine our Hero did not approve; however *twas 
fruitleſs to complain, his Offences being too fre- 
quent, therefore on the Day appointed, he un- 
der went the Execution of his Sentence, and ve- 
ry ſhortly after, for a repeated Tranſgreſſion, 
received the Reward of 500 Lathes, and was 
drummed out of the Regiment with a Halter 
about his Neck, in Company with a Country- 
man, and Acquaintance of his, who about ſix 
Months ago, by a civil Sentence of the * 
of England, was hanged, 


| Thus baniſhed: from his Corps, he was put 
to his Trumps, and obliged to have Recourſe 
to Thought; this was doubtleſs: an irkſome 
Conſtraint, ſince Gentlemen of his Quality and 
Rank, ſeldom chuſe to encumber themſelves 
with the Pain of thinking, unleſs the Neceſſity 
of their Circumſtances, and the dangerous Si- 
= tuation of their Affairs, oblige. them. How- 
1 ever as moſt of his Countrymen, of his Stamp 
= 455 2 7 a: 


„„ „„ 


6 


nnd Charadter, are born Schemiſts, o he was 
now obliged to exert his Faculty and turn Pro- 
Jector; to that End he began to recollect his 


 feattered Thoughts, and endeavour to find ſome 


favourable, and feaſible Stratagem, whereby! he 


might get at leaſt a Subſiftence, But as She- 
in's natural Propenſity to Pride, and innate 
Ambition, would not ſuffer him to ſubmit to 
any Thing mean, or beneath the Character he 
aſſumed, or to be an Aſſociate for other than 


Gentlemen, he at laſt determined to offer him- 


ſelf as a Gentleman 8. Servant to the firſt Perſon 
that would take him. | 


/[ReGolved-iuþon this:as:@ Menly Expedient, 
and well knowing how genteely ſome'of his In- 
timates lived, who were of the ſame Profeſſion, 
he communicated. his Deſign to them. They 
all applauded his Scheme, and told him they 
thought it much more honourable, than the 
Drudgery and ſervile Employment of a Foot- 
Soldier ; for in this Claſs he would not only 
wear the Title of Gentlemanſhip, but alſo be a 
conſtant Companion of Gentlemen, and live 
like one himſelf, For (continues they) you muſt 
Knüller Mr. O'BLuxDz x, that no People i in 
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Scheme run away wi 
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0 60 
the World have more frequent Opportunities af 
making ourſelves, and promoting our Fortunes 


than what we have. Beſides, we frequently find 
Fame Occaſion to inviegle . ourſelves into the Fa- 


your. of ſome weak young Lady or other, who 
rather than lead Apes in Hell, through the au- 5 
ſtere Severity of ſome ſour BG or cove- 
tous Guardian, will indulge the Embraces of a 
genteel F ootman, and unſuſpected taſte the Joys 
in Secret ſhe. is refuſed. to ſhare. publickly by 
Law. How' often (when our Maſters are on a 


Parry of Pleafure, or perhaps in the Country) 


do we make free with their Watdrobes, and 
through the friendly help of their Cloths and 
Accoutrements, ſhove ourſelves into the Compa- 
ny of our blind a and by ſome ſuch 
4 Lady of Family and 
Fortune, who has not Penetration enough to 
diſcover. the Dazo, in borrowed Plumes. Can 1 


2 produce yau a more lively Inſtance of this In- 


fatuation, t than the Affair of Mr. Mc SHAME 
(our old intimate Aſſociate) who, ſince your 
enliſting yourſelf, has married Miſs Stultitia 


FFilf#!t, only through the attractive Loadſtone 
of a gay Outſide, and from the Rank of Valet 
43s mounted in a Coach and ſix ; Maſter of a F „ 


tune of {ix thouſand a Y ear, ; a oy unde young. 
| Lady, 


-_ 


: | 0 7 y 
| Lady, and as genteely keeps his Brace vf Wha; 


and lets his young Wife purſue uncontroll'd de 
Bent of her Inclinations: Nay; at che Death 
of her Uncle and Guardian Sir Audrem Bobbykim,* 
he will enjoyuſix - thouſand 4 Vear more, und 
then J am told he intends tod purchaſe à Barony? 
in: Ireland, and put up for Member of Parlia- 
ment for ſome Town or County -in": England.) 
But this Mr. O'Brunper,' is but one Inſtance, 
whereas I doubt not but the Secretary of d 
Society in England can produce you many ſimi- 
1 ones, If + he looks i into the Regiſter. 
dps 7 tr 
Elass AIP 5 ar e this Recital and rep! i 
with the moſt ſanguine Expettations; he deter- 
mined to loſe no Time, but be as [nimble as 
poſſible. Accordingly collecting among/his A? 

quaintance to the amount of half & Crown, tis 
went to his 206 ging”: and had eee | 
ſetting out Poſt the next Motnivig for Dublin, © 

but was afraid his Capital was too finall to teu g 
fray the Expenee of ſuch a Journey. However 

he made up his Waller, conſiſting” of one od 
torn Shirt, an old Wig, half eat by che Rats, 4 
Pair of Brogues, ſome boiled Potatoes,” (or 
Scrawhorns) and half an Ounce of once- chewed 
Tobacco, and a Piece of an old Sword by his 
Side, | 
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Sjde, that Was ruſted in the Seabbard. Thus 
equippꝰd and provided for his Journey, our Ad- 
venturer ſet out, and tramped with all poſſible 
Haſte and a light Heart tor Dublin. Mr. O! 
BruxpER made what Expedition he could, 
but being unuſed to ſuck Hardſhips, and very 
tenderly brought up, he could not travel very 
faſt, and indeed was ten Days before he reached 
Dublin; during the three laſt Days he was much 
diſtreſſed, having ſpent all his Stock, and no 
other Subſiſtence than Potatoes, and dry'd To- 

bacco, with no other Liquor to allay his Thirſt, 
than what the bounteous Author of Nature ſup- 
plied him with from the running Streams. In 
the Afternoon of the tenth, Day, he ſaw with! in- 
expreſſive Joy the Metropolis of Jreland, I ſay 
with inexpreſſive Joy, becauſe; our Hero weakly 
imagined that his Troubles would end with his 
Journey, and chat on his Arrival he ſhould, be 
provided for and want nothing. But how great 
was his Diſappointment 1 leave the Reader tio 

imagine, and inſtead of being provided for gen- 
teely, he ſtrolled: about the Streets in Dublin, up- 
wards of a Fortuigbt, ſubſiſting on what he ca- 
| ſyally, got from the Beneyolent, and paſſing. the 
ales in the ne and Markets, or any 
1 9 Place 


TYM 


Place where he could find Shelter from the Wes 
ther, 


One Day being in the Streets, a Gentleman 


accidentally took Notice of him, and ſeeing 
What a miſerable tatter'd Condition he was in, 
had Compaſſion on him, took him into his Ser- 
vice and clothed him as a Livery-Servant. 
Soon after, this Gentleman came to England, and 
brought his new-made Servant with him; and 


reſiding here ſome Time, SnEIAM found an Op- 
portunity of diſplaying his Talents, and freeing 
himſelf from the Bonds of Servitude. For get- 
ting acquainted with ſome of the Society of 
Fortune-Hunters, and being pretty expert of 


Diſſimulation, and an excellent Maſter of Im- 
pudence; they offer*d him to be elected a Mem- 


ber, under the Articles belonging to the ſaid 
Aſſociation. This filled him with Raptures, 
and he thought his Fortune inevitably made for 
ever. What an Effect Self. adulation has upon 
the Soul! Where that once enters, every inferior 


Thought ſubmits, and the whole Man is buried 
im himſelf. Conceit deprives a Man of every 


Underſtanding, every rational Faculty, and thro” 
the Folly of his weak Imagination, and Want 
3 . 


| 
(16) 
of Reaſon, he is inſtantaneouſly deified 3 he 
looks upon the reſt of Mankind as a Parcel of 
Beings of a much inferior Claſs to himſelf, Crea- 
tures ſubſervient to his Will and Pleaſure, and to 
the deſpotic Sway of his dominant Paſſions. He 
deems it a Condeſcention ſcarce to be acknow- 
ledged, or retaliated, that he will deign to take 
Notice of ſuch a Race of Mortals, ſo much be- 
neath himſelf; but to ſpeak to them, Hea- 
vens it would be doing himſelf an irreparable 
Piece of Injuſtice, inſulting his Character and 
Dignity, and ſubjecting himſelf to the ſame Le- 
vel with them. Thus our Apotbeos or Man- God 
is full of nothing but the Reſpect, the Homage 
that is due to him from the reſt of the human 
Species z his Soul is blacken'd with Contempt 
and Envy, and he ſpurns, diſdains, and abhors 
all Mankind beſides himſelf. The Sun ſhines, 
the Wind. blows, the Rain falls, for him, and 
him alone; the various Seaſons produce their 
ſeveral Delicacies to pleaſe his Palate; Fruits, 
Flowers, Trees, and Plants diſplay their every 
Store; Earth teems with ſweet Variety, with 
everlaſting Love to feed his Appetite, and Na- 
ture ſtands obedient to his Nod. Thus through 
5 the pereggeh of EY At Beings lift them- 
f | ſelves 
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ſelves up to \ Infinity, and by "= ſadden Migration | 

is changed from Man to God. He graſps the 
Spheres, he meaſures Immenſity, travels through 

the tractleſs Regions of Day, commands the = 
Planets, and with a Beck, rules the lower Worn - 
Can ſuch Apoſtacy lodge in mortal Being? 4 

And dares he reprehend the Conduct of an All- 

wile, All- bounteous Creator? How vain, how 


wretched | I hope the Reader will pardon this 
Digreſſion, ſince it is quite neceſſary to pre- 


pare them for the Reception of « pur Hero? s fu- 
ture Conduct. t 


Ezablted this into the ans Society of H. 
bernian Beaux, he was introduced to the Preſi · 
dent and the Reſt of the Committee, at a gene- 
ral Court (for you muſt know they have their 
Cotirt-Days "ag well as any other Society, and 

proper Officers for the Management and the Ex- 
ecution of their Affairs) after ſome few Interro · 
gatories concer ning his Birth and Qu ity, his 
Qualifications and Abilities, and the Recommen- 
dations of two or three of the chief Members, 

he was enrolled in the Community, and iniated i — 
the Arts and Myſteries of that laudable Fraterni- 
ty. After this Introdu&tion, and giving him the 
-C'2 MT cautionary” 


1 12) 
cautionary Advice, neceſſary for a Member, he 
was provided with proper Habilements, and e- 
very requiſite Qualification for an Entrance into 
Life; thus equipp*d for the Expedition he was 
going on, he was uſhered into the Grand Monde, 
as a new Knight Errant, anddetermined atallEvent 
to ſtrike ſomewhere or other. Well inſtructed, 
and being of an improveable Genius, he ſoon 
became acquainted with the moſt uſual Reſorts 
for the gay Part of the World, the which he 
conſtantly frequented, appearing always like a 

Gentleman of Fortune and F. y_ | 


He * a a very a Knowledge 3 in 

the moſt faſhionable Vices of the Age, ſuch as 
Gaming, W horing, ehe. and being a faithful At- 

tendant of theſe Places, was pretty well known 

through this Metropolis, by the genteel/Appel- 
lation: of the Ladies Monkey, or the Hibernian 

Slave. Fortune generally favour'd him (as ſhe 
does molt” of the Meritricious) at his Games, 
and enabled him to have frequent Carouſels with 
the Fait Sex, but as chi is did not appeat to him 
ſo convenient, nor yet ſo grand as the Keeping 
his own Miſtreſs; he choſe from a Seraglio a fa- 
| uuurite Sultana, and like a true Man 'of Spirit 
be- 


On 85 
15 bedecked her in a Manner equal to the Quality 
he aſſumed, and, the Fortune he pretended tos 
| ſome People may deem this an ill piece of Poli- 
cy, in a Man whoſe ſole Endeavour was to make 
his Fortune, by running away with the Affection 
of ſome young Lady of Wealth and F amily. 
But this was his Maſter- piece of Cunning, for 
though at Home ſhe perform'd the Duty of a 
Wife, yet abroad (where unknown) ſhe paſſed 
as his Siſter, which gave him a better Occaſion 
of contracting a female Acquaintance, under the 
Saction of his Siſter's Friends or Viſitants. It is 
neceſſary to obſerve that the Perſon he had choſen 
for his Companion, was the celebrated Miſs—, 
a young Lady though unhappy | in her Circum- 
ſtances, was yet endowed with the moſt engaging 
Qualifications, her Perſon was extremely Hand- 
ſome, but the Beauties of herMind were delight- 
ful, even in a Proftitute ; ; ' ſhe was perfectly ac- 
quainted with the French and Ialian Languages, 
had received a fine Education, which Was well 
beſtow d on a Genius ſcarce to be parallell'd i in 
one ſo young; ſhe was extremely well bred, and 
even in her Circumſtances behaved uncommonly 
diſcrete; for tho by one raſh Action, ſhe had 
incurred the Diſplegſure of her Relations, laſt a 


fing | 


es 0 14 ) 188 
fne Effate which ſhe otherwiſe would have enjoy- | 
ed, and involved herſelf ; in a Labyrinth of Mi- 
: fery ; yet the endeavour'd all ſhe could, to re- 
gulate her Conduct the moſt decently her Life 
would permit her, and to preſerve ſome Traces 
of A once matchleſs Decorum and Modeſty, 


| Endowd as me was * theſe Accomplith 
ments, few People could ſee her without Admi- 
ration, and to ſay Truth, ſhe was excellently | 
well vers'd. in the Art of Diſſimulation, ſo that 


being Miſtreſs of the Paſſions, a Conqueſt to het 
was in Reality a Trifle, Mr.“ OBruvprx 5 


finding: he had; Peſſeſſion of, ſuch 4 Store- bouſe 
of Senſe, and at the fame Time ſo artful : an 
Aſſociate, thought it the moſt prudent Step ta 
inform her of his Deſigns, and to acquaint her 
of his Circumſtances, This Declaration to 4. 
nother would not only have been a terrible 
Shock to their ExpeCtations, bur alfo have em- 
| barraffed them in a very extraordinary Manner; 
However ſhe liſtened to the Detail with a great 
Deal of Attention, and determined to wait a lit. 
tle before ſhe parted with him, and ſee how Af- 
fairs might turn, wiſely ſuggeſting that an Oppor- 
tunity might prevent itſelf, which from this bis 
- © Avowal 
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C38}: 
Avowal might prove highly advantageous to her 
in the End. She accordingly ſmiled at, and in- 
deed ſeemed to favour his Preject, aſſuring him 
of her Secrecy, and bueyed him up wich the moſt 
flatulent Notions of Succeſs 3 telling him that 
nothing ſhould be wanting on her Part (provided 
he gave her due Notices) to forward and nn 
his Schemes. 


Some few Weeks paſſed away without any 
material Occurrence, and Mr. OBTux DEA began 
to deſpond, and bury all Hopes of Succeſs i in 

Oblivion. However Forfune ſtood his Friend 
at the Gaming Tables, and by his Winnings 
there, he was enabled to appear with a great 
deal of Gaiety, and to ſuppart not only himſelf, 
but alſo his charming Fair, in a Manner rather 
above than below the Fortune he pretended to. 
But this was no Sort of Conſolation to him, and 
the frequent Amourettes which he carried on 
with ſeveral of his pretended Siſter's Female Viſi- 
tants, were of no other Signification than to en- 
creaſe his Eagerneſs after ſomewhat more materi 
than bare Amuſement. PE 
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At length the fo much wiſh'd-for Minute ap- 
proached, for being one Evening with Miſs—, 
his pretended Siſter, at a Ball in Brewers ſtreet, 
he accidentally. met with a moſt accompliſhed 

Partner to dance with him. I ſhall with the 
Reader's Leave call her Aſbæa, ſhe was about 
Twenty, deck'd with every Charm that Beauty 
could beſtow, ſhe was rather inclined to be tall, 
her Eyes werea Fi ine brown, with a killing Viva- 
city, her Hair was of a dark cheſnut Colour, 
that waved in fine flowing Curls upon her heaving 
Breaſts, which were white as Parian Marble, gs - 
though it wiſhed to hide their killing Charms. 
Her Cheeks were like the April Roſe-bud, moiſt 
with filver Dew, her Neck and Arms were deli- 
Cately turn'd, and white as Alabaſter ; in ſhort 
her external Charms! were altogether compleat, 
and ſuch a ſweet Smile, and modeſt Freedom 
crowned her Actions, as could not fail to warm 
the chilly Heart of frozen Seventy, much leſs 
ſuch a Perſon as Squire O'BLux DER, juſt in 
the Bloom of Life. But this handſome Caſket + 
contained a Jewel of ineſtimable Value. Aſbæa's 
Soul was pure and ſpotleſs as the galleſs Dove, 
her Mind was enriched with every noble Acqui- 


ſition, 


0 179 
fition, and as. the had enjoyed the Advantages | 
of an N Education, ſo by her own natural 
Gains and Love of Literature, ſhe had turned 
it to the greateſt Benefit. She knew perfectly 
well the French, Spaniſh and Italian Languages, 


from which er enn ſhe bad 


tranſlated ſeveral excellent Pieces. Muſick, and 
eee ſhe had well inp in, the cleft 
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gtedient neceſſary to good Breeding, anda harm- 
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N on „Reader will ns it Re. | 
that I ſhould now ſay ſomething concerning, the 


Character of our Hero. Mr. ©” Blunder was 
about twenty-ſix, and fix Feet high, he was tather 


inclin'd to be thin, ſomewhat raw boned , his 


Hair was black, and his Face \tho' the Features 


ſomewhat large) rather effeminate than maſculine. 


He was quite a Stranger to true. Politeneſs, and 
rather endowed with a Countenance that ſcorns a 


Bluch, than any decent Modeſty or Complaiſance; 
He was Maſter of ſome ſtudied Phraſes, and was 


in fact the very Emblem of a rough hewn Iriſh 


Beek He abounded i in \ Hyperboles, and his Com- 
D | pliments 
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(18) 
plieents were e conſtrained; wha cut, and i 


adapted. However, notwithſtanding theſe Foibles, 


through the wreched Foil of a gay Outſide, and 


the guileful Volubility of a ceaſeleſs Tongue, he 


captivated the lovely Aftrea. After the Ball, he 
begg'd (through his pretended Siſter's Interpoſi- 
tion) that Aſtræa would bear them Company 


Home, and ſpend the Evening with them; to 


this Requeſt, with ſtrenuous Entreaties, ſhe adhe- 
red; and finding every Thing in the genteeleſt 
Manner, had no Suſpicion of Squire O” Blunder*s 
Circumſtances. This Introduction you may ima- 
gine was the Cauſe of Future Interviews, and A, 

træa was enrolled in the Liſt of his Siſter's Ac- 
quaintance: By frequent Viſitations! he ſoon found, 


that now was the Juncture to try his Fate, ſince 


Area was poſſeſſed of 20,000 J. all in her own 
Hands. Gods! | whata Prize for ſuch an Adven- 


turer! Actuated by the Principle of Sell · Intereſt, 


he determined to let ſlip no Opportunity, but to 


g ply very cloſe: To this End he was a conſtant 
Devotee to Altrad's Shrine, and at laſt with the 
Modeſty of a true Hibernian, devulged his Paſ- 


ſion. "She heard him with a Deal of Calmneſs | 
and Attention, for the blind Archer had ſlightly 4 


' wounded her Heart | in his F avour; and upon his 


5 , ſolemn 


(19) 
ſolemn Proteſtation of being a, young, Gentleman 
of Family and Fortune, and next Heir to a, very 
large Eftate (for Proof of which he ee 
ſome antideluvian Deeds of an Eſtate i in Terra in- 
cognita) ſhe thought ſhe might favour his Ad. 
dreſſes uncenſured. O Blunder carried his Scheme 
pretty well, and by a true Afiduity, and un- 
| wearied Diligence, brought i it at laſt to a favour- 
able Criſis, The charming ingenuous Fair 1 8 
herſelf inevitably happy, and that F ortune, 
rather Heaven, had ſent this perſon for her 18 
lunar Bliſs. Generous, undeſigning Soul! how 
eaſy wer't. chou deluded with empty Bubbles, 
mere Chimeras 3 and how providentially wer't 
thou preſerved from falling a Prey to a Syco- 
phant, a Villain, and a profeſſed Sharper | 1 All 
Things favoured the Wiſhes of our Knight- Er- 
rant, and he built his Hopes on a firm (as he 
imagined). Foundation, He thought now he was 
made for ever, and could he only touch the For- 
tune, he ſhould be eternally Happy. Curſt Am- 
bition, glorious Deceit 1 Nothing perplexed our 
Hero, but want of proper and ſuitable Habile- 
ments for a wedding Garment : How to get them 
2 could not tell; he had played his laſt, and the 
once favourable Proteftreſs, Fortune, had rurned 
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ſubvert his Projects, and blaſt his Hopes, What 


muſt he do, but frame a plauſible Statagem. 
Accordingly he/acquaints her, that he had wrote 
to his Father concerning. his intended Coalition, 
which che mightily approved, and had drawn 


upon the old Gentleman for Remittances to ſup- 


ply the Neceſſaries for his coming Nuptials; but 


having receiv*d no reply to his laſt, apprehended | 
the Letter had mi ſcarried; and as he had order- 
ed ſome Clothes for himſelf, ſome Jewels for her, 
and other Neceſſaries, he would not willingly diſ- 


appoint his Tradeſmen z and was loath to ac- 
quaint any of his Friends of his ſudden Change 


of Condition, which he muſt inevitably do, pro- 
vided he attempted to borrow any Money from 
them. The believing Maid, blinded by Love, and 


willing to have every Thing as private as ſhe could, 


liſtened very attentively, and believed his Tale 4 
ſne thereupon reſolved in her Mind what was 
moſt proper to do, and ſince his Father's Letter 
had miſcarried, it might perhaps be a Month ere 
he could have any Bill from home; She deter- 


mines, inconſiderately, to lend her Lover 500 l. 


Full of theſe Thoughts ſhe went and informed 
„ that as it would be a long Time before he 


could . 


could write to his Father; and receive an Atifwer; 
Ke would lend him & Sufeieney, upon his Pros 
miſe of Repayment after Marriage. This was the 
very Thing he wiſh'd for. Accordingly ſhe ſup- 

plied him with 5007. imagining, that he would 
provide all Things neceſſary for the Ceremony, 
and make her a * Preſent on her n 


Upon receipt of the Magey, our Advert 
went immediately to his Lodgings, and informs 
ed Miſs —— (his pretended Siſter) the Suecefs 
of his Scheme; for it was impraQticable for him 
to conceal it, | ſince ſhe well knew, that if he did 
not marry her, it was through want of Caſh, and 
if he did, Aftreq herſelf muſt ſupply him, finee 
none of his Acquaintaiice were able, 1 nobothy 
who my him, would truſt 1705 1241 Rh 


* 0 


Pleaſed wh this joyful News, Mit 1 
termin'd to make the beft uſe of fo favourable a 
Conjuncture, and accordingly told him, that un 
leſs he would give her 360 l. ſhe would ſpread 
abroad the whole Affair, and fruſtrate all his De- 
figns and Projects. Mr. O' Blundor argued very 
ftrenuouſly with his Siſter upon the Point in 
Kur aledging, * he had ſeares ſuffelent 
. 


to equip himſelf, and makea genteel e 
Bride; but that he would give her his Bond for 
che immediate Payment of double che Sum 
after Marriage. His fair Partner knew him, 
and was too diflident to truſt his Bond, ſince 
ſhe- was apprehenſive that he would produce 
falſe Witneſſes to ſwear himſelf clear of that, 
and to urge Compulſion, Force, or Con- 
ſtraint. His Reaſonings were all vain, and he 
could produce nothing ſufficiently valid, or for- 
cible to vary her Reſolutions or ſhake her Deter- 
minations. He urged his Ruin, ſhould hisScheme 
miſcarry: She urged her Neceſſity, her Power 
and want of Faith. He told her, twas cruel to 
fruſtrute ſuch dawning Hopes, ſuch lively Ex- 
pectations of a laſting Happineſs: She told him, 
etwas ungenerous to deny Payment to a faithful 
| Servant, and that nothing was ſo ſtrong an Incen- 

tive to re as In gratitude. 


X. ; 


TT his i is the Hell of the Villain, that, by being 
baſe himſelf, he deems every one of the ſame 
Way of thinking, and theſe Suggeſtions ſubject 
him to continual Anxiety, Care and Torture. If 
he truſts his moſt intimate Confederates in his 
Villainy, he doubts their Faith, and : tis this doubt 
* frequently makes him diſcloſe his own 

Knavery, 


=— 


Tad 


Knavery, a fear that ſome of his * 


plices ſnould do it firſt, and bring him to Puniſh- 
ment. Some terrible Phantom, ſome ſhocking 


Idea, conſtantly plagues him, and the. Remem- 
brance of paſt Villainy is a prick in his Eye, arid 


a Thorn in bis Side. Every Perſon he ſees he 
| deems ſome Scourge from Juſtice, and the very 
ruſtling of the Leaves, or whiſtling of the Wind 


will intimidate his Reſolution, daunt his en. 
and fink him even to TOY): 

5 Thus fared it with our Lol. for wes de- 
vulged his Schemes to his Sites he dared not 
thwart her through fear of Avowal; he therefore 


ſtrove to compound, and bring her under Terms. 
She was inflexible, and inſiſted upon the 3007. 
' however he thought proper to give her 2001, and 

a Note for 800 J. more, payable in two Months; 
but as this was to her a mere Nothing, ſhe de- 
termined to bilk our Adventurer, and ſave a 
lovely, generous young Lady from certain De- 
| ſtruckion. This mayn't perhaps be regarded Cans 
didly as ſhe ſhared the Booty ; that is nothing, 
for had ſhe not done it, O* Blunder would have 
had it all, and it was as much her Property as his. 


Sbe immediately fits down and writes the follow- 
ing Letter : CET ts Le N 2 
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(for a  Sufficiency to defray the Nuptial - Exp 


on you this Evening, bring his. No 
and inform the whole Affair. Don't ſeem o 
have any Suſpicion, but receive him with what 
Candour and Good-nature you can, till you have 
had full Information from me. Be not raſh 1.20 
blame me, my Condition is unhappy, my Cir- 


"Wi Mares, e nag Noon, 


Owever guilty 1 1 appear in this, — 
Soul ſcorns to be acquainted with ſuch rank 


Villainy, fuch ſhameleſs Ingratitode. Know Mr. 


© Blunder is an arrant Cheat, I none of his Siſter, 
but unhappily his Companion ; I have received 
200 1. out of the 500 J. you gave him Yeſterday | 


as a Reward for my Secrecy, with a Note for 


. 


300 7. more payable in two Months. "He has 


no Faker that T have heard of, nor is'he'a Man 
of any Family or Fortune, 9 opts | 


As a Canvitian of my Veracity, I will wait 
te with me, 


cumſtances deſperate. I am externally his Com- 
panion, but in reality his Slave; his Pride will 
nat ſuffer him to rank himſelf on a Level with 
any of Mankind, and tis that which makes him 
treat every body ill; tis innate, tis invincible by 
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I rather hope from this Confeliion, that ** | 
Was born a Gentlewoman; bred as ſuch, and 
Heireſs to a fine Eſtate, WBich I have ſarfelted 
by one faua pas : you will rather deem me wor- 
thy your Compaſſion and Pity, than Reſentment 
and Anger. Wiſh me no ill, fince the Miſery I 
nom endure, from conſcious Guiks is ſufficiem 

Puniſhment. 1 claim no Merit from har I have 
done, but unleſs your Soul is endowed wich a 
very uncommon Share of Reſolution and Virtue, 
no ſooner have cecein'd. your Ferns than left 
you to bemoan your hapleſs Fate, in fruitleſs 
Tears and unavoidable Sighs, Heaven avert it 
and may this be a. Watnipg how to ffuſt Man 
wings May your Days be crowned with ſmiling 
Peace, Content and Plenty; whilſt I in humble 
Salbe. bewail my Cares, and bleſs the Gods 
that ſhehered Lenin Harm. 1 Ge. 
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3 dubious how to act in the 


Affair; however, ſhe thought | it moſt prudent to 
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receive Miſs — 8 a: and — 


4 . her the ſubſequent 1 e 


3 eln r aum. 
. 1374 06 
A7 OUR Letter has fi filled me with inconceive- 
A; able Aſtoniſhment, and indeed has ſcarce 
left me Miſtreſs of Reflection; however, upon 


the ſtrong Aſſeverations of your H onour, I have 
determined, at all Events, to wait your Informa- 

tion, and for that: — mee, mo an In- 

terview. bb e 10 way l :3yd- ,5 


5 r 8 beg undeniable Teſtimony of your 


Aſſertions, (which I doubt not but you will) you 
may depend I ſhall act with all poſſible Prudence 


and Diſcretion. As to the Cenſures of the World 
I care not, convinced, that every Perſon of Senſe 


and Honour will commend my Conduct; and 


ſhould the weak and ill- judging blame me, they 
merit rather my Compaſſion than Envy. I am 


now ſomewhat hurried, however, ſhould your 
Information be true, as *tis in my Power, ſo will 


ew my Soul is never regardleſs of Benefits re- 
ceived, and an utter Stranger to Ingratitude, nor 
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n to the Notice. given, | the went in che 
e to viſit Afrrea,, and there gave her the 


whole Detail of the Affair, the Manner i in which | 


they lived, with a faithful Accqunt of . his Cir- 
cumſtances and Condition. Arca, whoſe Soul 


Was a Stranger to Deceit, Was really thunder- 


ſtruck at the Recital, and could ſcarce believe 
there was ſuch F raud, ſuch Perfidy i in Man. “ Is 
« it poſſible (fays ſhe ) have B then ſo narrowly 
« eſcaped] Deſtrution ? ? and was I ſo near ſplit- 
60 ting on the Rock of Miſery, and perhaps e- 
cc verlaſting Ruin? Good Heaven preſerve me! 


« where have I been wandring ? In what Maze | 
« of Error, what perplexing Labyrinth of Folly 


e have 1 been treading, without the Clue of 
« Reaſon? What Enes Fatuus has thus dimmed 


« the Eye of Penetration, and hindered me | 


4 from diſcovering ſuch rank Deceit, ſack! re- 
5 cent Knayery * She looked on Mifs— — 
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as her tutelar Angel; 4 Aud is it true ſhe ſays, 
64 s *r 3 nag 4 Were ! rel e e 


6 1 deſerved This Favour.” She esd Miſs 

with the ſtrongeſt Ardour, aſſuring her 
of her invariable Efteem, , and that ſhe ſhould al- 
ways regard her with the fincereft Affection. She 
earneſtly begged her Advice how to act in the 
Affair, and aflured her ſhe 100 ted on the five 
ed Pounds as a Trifle; ; that as to the two. 


hundreg Pound ſhe had received of it for her 


r 


a has n 


Services to him, ( Mr © OBLinvy * ON ſhe thought 


herſelf obliged i in Point of Grarithde” and Ho- 
nour.to make it up five hundred Paund, and there- 


1 * 


fore begged ſhe would not hefitate, or ſeruple to 
receive three hundred Pounds more from her, 


for the hoy Services the had done ber. ron 


* ” - 
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and Et the eee was Ven Mr Orb 
PER came. Auras received him with the greateſt 


Civility and Complaiſance, and ſpent the major 


Part. of the Evening in diſcourſing on different 
Subjects 3 at length ſhe began to enquire con- 
Fernjng their approaching Nu tials, and what 

Progreſs 


bios. e Was ; aſhoniſh'd. oh ſcarce 
able to reply, till after ſhuffling ſome Time for 
an Excuſe, he told her that as he was going 

home with the Money, he was met by a Gang of 


Villains and robbed-; however beg'd ſhe would 
not be uneaſy, fince that ſhould-no Way retard 
the Ceremony, and every Thing was forwarding 
with the utmoſt Expedition, This unexpected 
and unparallell'd piece of Impudence, ſurpriaed 
Aræa much, but ſhe had Prudence enough to 
conceal her Reſentment; and told bim the 


thought it highly neceſſary, upon mature Deli- | 


beration, to have his Father? s Approbation and 
Condeſcenſion toa Jointgre. And chat ſome ex- 


perienced Lawyer ſhould ſyperviſe the Title Deeds 


he had brought her of his Eſtate, that ſhe 1 might 
know what ſhe was going to do. This amazed 
Hp that he * not hidehis Concern, 


age 


i was « greatly, indifpaſed, and 8 
excuſe his Abſence z rherefore he left her, and | 


went bome to deviſe ſome new n Project, © 


44%? 


7 


Squirt nn 
5 rer Tra of what his Siſter hod 
| Ls informed N 
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yield up her Lover, and on his next Viſit to give 
him a genteel final Diſcharge, but to endeavour 
to ſereen Miſs from his | Suſpicion and Re- 
ſentment. Not that ſhe had any thing to fear 
from him, 55 Afrrea was determined to protect 
her from his Villainy, at the Hazard of all her 


informed; therefore ſhe pr 


Fortune. In a Day or two after this Interview 


he came dreſs'd in a very handſome new. ſuit of 
Cloaths, tout 4 fait gaie, and brought her as 2 
Preſent a pretty diamond Ring, this he ſaid, (as 
in Reality he had) he bought (but never paid for 
it) of the Jeweller that was making her a Pair of 
diamond Ear. rings, Sc. for the Wedding, and 
begg d ſhe would accept it as A Token of his e- 
verlaſting Love. Aſtræa from the Character ſne 
had received, imagining nobody would truſt him, 
and that the Ring was paid for, accepted it as 
ſome Compenſation for the five hundred Pounds 
he had had of her. The Afternoon paſſed away 
very agreeably, every Thing ſeemed to fayour his 


Wiſnes, and he hugg'd: himſelf with deceitful 


Joy to think how Fortune ſmiled upon him. 


With a good Nature and Complaiſance peculiar 


to this charming Lady, ſhe entreated his Compa- 
* to ſpend the * and ſup with her, cog- 
cealing 


en) 


cealing every Spalk of "Reſentment. To this 
Requeſt he very. readily condeſcended, and after 
Supper was over, they begun to talk of che ap- 
pProaching Marriage. This Aftrea. deem'd the 
moſt favourable Criſis to indulge the Sentiments 
of her Mind, and as the *Squire -preſs?d her ea 
gerly to fix the Day, ſhe calmly told him, that 
ſhe believed it paſt. | He was confounded at 
this Reply, and begg'd an Explanation; where- 
fore telling him coolly that ſhe had had the 
Deeds (as he term'd them) reviſed by an emi- 
nent Attorney, who declared they were not worth 
a F arthing, but A forged, pretended Title, to 
an Eſtate in an unknown Country. She aſſured 
him, that ſhe never would knowingly ſign her 
on Unhappineſs, which ſhe could not poſſi· 

N bly ſhun was ſhe to agree to bis Propoſals 3 


chat as to the 500 J. he had received, ſne was 
entirely regardleſs of it, ſince ſhe. imagined he 


could not make her Reſtitution, but would never 
trouble him for it, yet wiſhed it had fell to a 
more meritorious Perſon than him; however 3 as it 


had fell out ſo,” defired he would deſiſt from any 


further Addreſſes, and ſuffer ber to 1 her 
Inclinatians uncontrollet. 
42 1 oO | 75 | Es. ts EI E in wn 


he endeavouted to reply; and: begg d ſhe would 
allow him to vindicate his Conduct in every - 


(32) b 


Wich an Aſſurance natural to his Country 


Reſpect, and free himſelf from ſuch injurious 


Miſrepreſentations. To that End he earneſtly 


entreated Afrea (maugre the Checks of con- 
ſcious Guilt) to inform him the Perſons who 


were Authors of ſuch villainous Aſperſion, that 
he might do himſelf Juſtice; and bring them! 
© Puniſhment equal to their Villainy. Aftres 


filed at his pretended Innocence and boaſted 
Power, and told him with a great deal of Dif- 
cretion, that the Authors of ſuch injurious Mif- 


repreſentations (as he called them) were Perſons 


above his Power, who were not excited to it by 
any lucrative Views, and of too much Honour 


o utter Falſhoods. That as to Villainy, ſhe be- 
lieved him to be beſt Judge of it; but notwith- 
ſtanding he had fo palpably abuſed her, ſhe 
would not deviate from the Character of a 
Gentlewoman, or uſe him Wi in her own Houſe. 
She therefore begged he would take his. Leave 
handſomely, and not compel her to put ſuch 


Methods in Practice, as were unſeemly, and 


would be to him very unpleaſant, Still perfiſt- | 
| _ing 


6330 5 
ing his Integrity and Honour, he with; ag und 
daunted Confidence offer'd a+ Vindication; 


Aftrea- as often checkꝰd him, told, him it was 


vain, it was ineffectual; it was quite fruitleſs * 
She ſaid ſhe: would always regard him. 3 In a 


* 


proper Light; that for the Safety of her I 


and.as obliged by Honour, he might firmly de- 
pend on her giving a faithful Account of bim, 


to all her Acquaintance, begg d his immedine : 


| Abſence, and if he would not go, ſome of her 


Servants ſhould lead him. | This Behaviour of 


Afræa 98 5 which Was truly juſt; thunderſtruck 
O. Blunder, but rather than be turned out by the 
Servants, in à great Confuſion he took his Hat, 


and was eee turned out . the 5 8 
Fair. „ een e, ITN 


Thus RO] 40 e * mult 
be do? He could not tell, nor where to go; 
however he walked Home in a very lil humour, 


the Effects of which vou may depend Miſs 
felt. He diſcloſed the whole Scene. to her 


this ſhe expetted, and finding his Aﬀairs daily 


loſe Ground, at all Events determined to leave 
him; wWhereupon in a few Days with much 


Calmneſs W told him her Intents and deſired 
F e "i 
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| he would provide himſelf 3 for that lat bal ve: 
xy cogent Reaſons for what ſhe did, and neither 
 Conftraint, or Argument, or Gain ſhould make 


her ſtay. Aftrea wiſely conjt jectured what would 
de the Conſequence of this Diſappointment, . 
and. as ſhe had determined to reward Miſs —— 
for her Fidelity, had provided 2 genteel Lodg- 


ing for her, whenſoever ſhe ſhould quit the 
Squire, becauſe it would not have been prudent 


to have taken her Home. However ſhe took 
her into her Friendſhip, and Miſs —— behaved 


in every Reſpect deſerving of her Favours; but 


48 Miſs — was defiring of Retirement, that 


the might ſhun Temptation as much as poſſible, 


the entreated her dear Aftrea to allow her to go 


into the Country. Thou gh Aftrea very great- 
ly regretted this Separation, yet rather than en- 


danger the virtuous reſolves of her Friend, ſhe 
joined to her Requeſt, _ Miſs - 


= thereupon 
choſe a Country Solitude, at a Gentleman-Far- 


mer's in Hersfordfoire, about twenty-five Miles 
from Town, and Arn furniſhed her with every 


Thing fit for her Retirement, ſupplies her with 


every Thing to make Life happy, and bears 
her the.warmeſt Affection. Miſs —— lives in 


an | ineſtimable — and conſcious Remork 


affords 
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affords. her cont . She maintains a 
due Correſpondence with Ara, and ſome other 
| choice Intimates in Town's while I res to c. 
penſate for the Abſcence of fo-agreeable a Com- 
panion in the Winter, generally ſpends the Sum-. 


mer in the Country. They boch look on Mati 
as a good Acquaintance,. where” the Seeds of 


Virtue, Honour,” and Sobriety are ftrongly 
planted, and as a faithful Guardian; but as a 
wretched Aſſociate, where the Morals are de- 
praved, and Villainy, Fraud and Deceit reign 

2 over e 925 ; as a . 


* 


From this DON be Infiventls' may te 
ad and from hence one may ſee how ſtrong- 


ly the Power of Gratitude works in a noble 


Mind. How ardently does the generous Soul 
breathe after Actions of Beneficence, and how 
impatiently do they wait the Arrival of ſome 
favourable Opportunity of doing Good. From 
the bare Remembrance of generous Deeds, 


there reſults fuck. extatic Tranſports, ſuch en- 


livening- Joy as mocks Bz and * 
e * faint: to n 5 5 


F 2 Mr. 
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39 ;O'dbonven 9 himſelf Fin this Si 
tuation was almoſt void of "Reaſon, and could 
ſcarce/ contain himſelf, He knew that Afirea: 
| hadireceiv'd a true Account of him, and no 


Way doubted bur ſhe would declare his Proceed - 
ings, Circumſtances, and Quality to every one | 
of her Acquaintance; therefore how could he 
behave before them? He could not bear to be 
ridiculed, as they doubtleſs would even in every 
publick Place, wherefore he thought it moſt 
periments in the City, quit the Court, and truſt 
his Fortune among another Sort of Men. No 
ſooner reſolved, than he put his Scheme in Exe - 
cution, moved his Lodgings, and frequented the 
Coffee-houſes and Taverns in the City; he 
waited ſometime before he got any material 
| Acquaintance, till by Degrees he gain d an In- 
timacy with ſome in the Neighbourhood, How- 
ever at laſt he learn'd of ſomething that might 
prove beneficial, and hearing a Gentleman (a 
Banker, near the Royal-Exchange) had a pretty 
Relation, who had à very pretty Fortune, he 
determined to makeapuſh"there, and ſee if his 
gquondam Acquaintance, Fortune would once more 
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Meeting of the Society of -which he 
Was a Member“ und whoſe Rules he. had = 
ways punctually obſerved, for proper | 
ments, for ſueh an Enterprize. FR et 
and in the City, where the People are more waryz 
more cautious than at the Court - End of the 
Town, required a great deal of Skill and Pru - 
dence to manage: However confiding in his 
Conduct, he was furniſhed: with: all neceſſary 


Supplies, and took a very handſome Lodging, 


near at Hand, kept three Servants, and always 


appeared quite gay and genteel. Bat as he had 
contracted an Intimacy with a young Gentleman | 


(a Citizen and Man: of ſtrict; Honour 1 he could 


not help divulging to him his intended 

tion. The young Gentleman Wa him with 
Amaze, well knowing his Circumſtances, - 
-wondred at his Hibernian 3 chat, he 
ſhould dare to lift his. Thoughts to ſuch a Lady, 
or have che Aſſurance to offer himſelf as a 


Suitor, ſince he had not even a Share of Ma, 


Fortune excluded). ſufficient to entitle him to 
ſuch a Prize. However, O. Bunde. thou ght 


f nothing in doing ſuch a Trick as that, and the : 


"Gentlemen, was a Stran ger to! Hibernians,. other. 
e wiſe 


de u Friend. Do ahis(End; bn b 
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Ks e would act tive been ſurpriz d. Our 
Pie determined on ae head 


eee 


"WOE KARE Lady. The | 

| - himfelf-6bliged in Juſtice 
to give Information of his Deſigus to the Banker, 
theitfors in the Morning ef the Day he was 
to make his Addreſs, the Gentleman ſent the 
following Letter, UE. aw [ol „ ob nod 

ig de. omotbantd 115Y 8-009 DEE” thi igaue 4 
=. TRR V <£ 8 3 ee s 


e E 
Stranger to you, yoo 
in Point of Jonour to 
owing Information. era bee Oise 
"who calls him à Gentleman of Birth, Family, ; 
and Fortune, intends' this "Afternoon, to pay 
ot you 2 Viſit, and under Sanction of ſuch ſpecious 
Pretences, hike? an Offer of himſelf as a flt 


Partner for Life,” to a near Relation of yours. 
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Be aſſured, | Sir, he is is a deſigning Knave, an 


os Cheat, and Shi 1 h. has no viſible 


Way of getting a Livelihood, or Subfiſtence, 
"but 55 tricking and defrauding the Unwary and 


by 


"Honeſt, His Peacock's Feathers 
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a Soul blacken'd with Villainy, and a Stranger 
to every noble Sentiment, however be may ul 


— 
1 


No, Sir, I am a Man of H 
tion, but caſtially acquainted ' with hi 
ſs than ewenty-four Hours will convince Jof 
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m. ee Had 1 n have” given 
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7 rs one h imagine ne this 10885 was 
18 Surprize to the Banker, nor could he 
gueſs from whom the Information came; .how- 
ever he determined to wait the Iſſue, and having 


Jome Friends that Day to dine with him, ima- 
gined the Scene might highly divert them. In 


the Afternoon about 4 O'Clock, Sguire O'Blun- 


der came in à Chair, drefs'd. extremely genteel, 
and indeed any Perſon would have taken him 


for a Man of a very handſome Fortune. He 9 


aſk d if the Banker was at Home, and on being 


anſ werd in the Affirmative, ſaid he wanted to 


ſpeak with him: Upon Information, the Banker 
deſired him to walk in, telling he had a few 
Friends, who had dined with him that Day, and 
would be very glad of his Company. The 
"Squire | begg'd Excuſe, telling him the Affair 
he came upon was very material, and that he 
could communicate it to none but him, or the 
Perſon it particularly concerned, in Private. 
The Banker conducted him into an Anti- cham- 
ber, and there our Adventurer opened his Pac- 
quet. He heard him through his Relation with 
a great Deal of Calmneſs and Attention, but 


"0 him that it was highly requiſite to make 
ſome. 


£47) = 
fome Enquiry concerning his Situation and Cir⸗ 
cumſtances in Life, before he could admit him 
as a Suitor to his Relation. Mr. OBT Urνi⁰˖3a n 
was not hugely pleaſed at this, but reſolved ne- 
vertheleſs, to make the beſt of a bad Bargain, 
and come off if he could with flying Colours. 
The Banker aſk'd him, if he was then poſſeſs'd 
of any Fortune, or Heir to one, ſince he ap- 
peared like a Perſon either in actual Poſſeſſion, 
or very near Expectation. Our Beau reply'd, 
he had no Eſtate at that Time, but was Heir 
to a very conſiderable one, in the County of 
Tipperary, in the Kingdom of Ireland. The 
Banker aſk' d him, if there were any Lives be- 
twixt him and the Eſtate, if the preſent Poſſeſ- 
ſor was in Years, and if he was eee, 
Heir. As to the Age of the preſent Poſſeſſor 
he could not anſwer; but he was the next ka 
ceeding Heir, after the Deceaſe of thtee or four 
Juniors to him, wWwho had a prior Claim. In 
ſhort he gave ſuch a lame Account of his ore: 
tended Eſtate and Heritage, that it would have, 
puzzled the Drains of a very learned eee 


to n. it ut. ond 80} 2; 
G „ Pin a 


next Roan, eee bis intimate = 
quaintance,. who were his particular Friends, 
and muſt know ef his Relation's Marriage; he 
begg'd Mr. O' Blunder would | favour them a 
letle with his Company, and inform them his 
Intentions. ' As the moſt Crafty are frequently 
overſeen in Trifles, fo now Mr. O'Blunder 
was caught; he readily. gave his Attendance, 
and after being ſome Time in Company, the 
Banker pulled the Letter out of his Pocket, 
' which he had received in the Morning, and 
road it aloud. to che whole Company. Our Ad- 
venturer affected a Smile, and jeeringly told 
him it was the Craft of ſome ill-deſigning Vit 
hin, ſent with a Deſign palpably to abuſe his 
Good-nature, and impoſe : on bis Credulity ; 
that as to his Character, it was not to be ftain'd, 
and that he fcorned to do any baſe or diſho» 
nourable Action. (Iadeed his Character was 
too black already to admit any deeper 1238 
and according to his Way of thinking, no- 
thing was baſe or diſhonourable, that was lu- 
crative or beneficial.) And therefore begg d he 
would baniſh every prejudicial Prepoſſeſſion. 

How- 


(4s 95 
However this to our Banker was mere Putin 


and ſince he had given ſo incoherent an Ae- 


| count of himſelf and Family, inſiſted upon his 


 6wning the Contents of the Lettet before all the 
Company. This O' Blunder refuſed, wheteypoti 
the Banker told him, that if he did not in Pre- 
ſence of his Friends, atteſt the Contents of the 
Letter to be fact, and fign it with his 6wn 
Hand Writing, he would expoſe him in the 
publick Papers, Our Adventurer thought it 
moſt prudent to do that, rather than a publick 
Proclamation, and acceded to the Requeſt. Af. 
"bes which the Banker told him, that as he 
found the Way in, he would find the Way 
out, and not put him to the Trouble of a Kick- 


bog. O'Blunder made the beſt of his Way 


' down Stairs, and without any Heſitation walked 
off the Premiſes, leaving the Banker and his 
Priends to indulge their Reflections. 
Fruſtrated in theſe his ſanguine Expectations, 
and Miſs Fortune being ſworn his Attendant, he 
was almoſt beſide himfelf; when one Day he fell 
in Company with a Countryman of his. This. 
Coalition had like to have been very fatal to our 
Heto 3 for trying Projects, and executing 
0 | G 2 | Schemes, . 
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640 
Schemes, they were both taken up on Suſpicion 


of Forgery: However, through the penetrating 


Agua: fortis Oaths of ſome of his Hibernian Ac- 


quaintance, O' Blunder was acquitted before the 


Magiſtrate, but his Companion confined; and 
upon Trial, the Fact being inconteſtibly proved, 
he ſuffered the Sentence inflicted on him 150 the 
. an of 3 


This narrow Eſcape, one would have thought, 


ſhould have beena ſufficient Warning to him, and 


have made him more [cautious in his Intimacy; 
but as Satan never drops any of his Adherents till 
he has a favourable Opportunity of Deſtruction, 
and buoys them up with illuſive Hopes of beam- 
ing Happineſs : So their Reaſon being infatuated 
by a curſed Stupifaction, they are gulled into 
Snares, and eaſily drawn to Miſchief, under the 
ſpecious Pretences of approaching Felecity, ever- 


during Content. 


Mr. O Blander ſoon found another of his Ac- 


quaintance in the ſame Situation with the Former, 


but as he was now at Liberty, thought, in Point 


of Honour (falſe . Notion !) he could do no lets 


than viſit him, and endeavour to render him what 
Service 


(45). 
Service he could. By his Appearance, the People 
of the Priſon, imagined he was a Perſon of Rank, 
Birth and Diſtinction, who, having been acquaint- 
ed with their unhappy Priſoner in gayer Hours, 
through Friendſhip vouchſafed to viſit him in his 
Secluſion. No one, knowing to the contrary, 
treated him (from his external Appearance) with 
Deference and Reſpect; however, when this his 
Friend appeared in his Behalf on his Trial, the 
too penetrating Eye of Juſtice was not ſo eaſily 
deluded, but maugre all his Aſſertions, falſe 
Proofs and Oaths, his Friend was ſubjected to the | 


Sentence enjoined by Law, and Juſtice deemed 


him a proper Victim to his defrauded Country. 


Whether chat the Sufferings of O Blunder's 
firſt Acquaintance was the Principium, the Index 
of their future IIl- fortune, whether 1 it was a fatal 
Omen to the whole Claſs, or only his Friend's 
Menaces, defired to be appeaſed, I know not. 
However, ſhortly after, O' Blunder was arreſted 
for the capital Sum of 71. 7s. lawful Money of 
Great- Britain, and conducted to an Officer's 
Houſe; but behaving with his wonted Impudence 
and Inſolence, and having no Money, not even 
a Shilling, he was conducted to Priſon. God's! 
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what an Amaze, wi Co non was here! 
to fee a Man, who's few Days before, appeared' 
in his laced Clothes, and the Grandeur of a Noble- 


man, brought to Priſon in a dirty, tatter'd Garb, 


like a mere tongs for r fo Rog a Sum as leven 


Ne 8 


e his Admiſon here, he was treated in a 
Manner becoming 2 real, not pretended Gentle - 
man; but, aſſuming ſome of his upſtart muſh- 
room Airs, was deſpiſed, ſcorned and buffetted. 
He behaved to all his Fellow-Prifoners in a moſt 
ſhameful ſcurrilous Manner, inſulted them, and 
treated them as Vagabonds, till at laſt he raiſed 
the Priſon againſt him, Happy for him he got 


out in Time! Getting Bail for his Debt (which 


was very lucky for him) and the ſucceeding Day 
left the Priſon. But as he has bilk*d not a few, 
am apprehenſive he will not long enjoy the 
Sweets of "Ow" 


Should 5 8 Hr T hope every female 
Reader, from theſe ſtrong Lines of his Charac- 
ter, will eaſily diſcern the Perſon, and treat him 


with that true Deference which diſtinguiſhes the 


e and Sharper * the Man of Probity 
and 


0 4 ) 

and Henan Io theſe artful Days, when eau 
and Innocence are the Villain 8 ſtudied Prey, and . 
where nothing is fo much fought. after as the Dee 
ſtrufion of the generous, undeligning Fair; how 
wary, how cautiqus, ought they to be in permits 
ting the Addreſſes. of every Pretender. How + 

many rude Spoilers are their abroad, that lurk in 
eret Places ſeeking whom they may devour; and 
as a Lion watches for his Prey, ſeize the unwary 
Fair, and plunge her in Deſtruction. Whatever 
ſpecious Pretences theſe Deceigers. may bring, 
whatever Schemes they may invent, or whatever 
Arts they practiſe, believe them Wolves in Skeep's 


Clothing, and Time ſhall make you know them 
A their Fruits. 


Fechged Crna 1 always to meet hs 
| of the Fair Sex; what availsa gaudy Out- 
ſide, that is Cloke to a Soul inur'd to every Vice, 
that can ſmile at Villainy, and are, like Fiends, 
the Factors of Deſtruction. Virtue, Honour, 
Honeſty, are Terms they know, but Principles 
they deſpiſe. They are good cover for a Man in 
the Winter of his Age; but he who puts them 
on in theſe licentious Times, will ſtarve and Fr | 
——__ Theſe n like Summer- Flies, buz 


away 
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for wanton Boys. Tbeſs © empty Nothing are 


the Bane of Nuptial F elicity, ſince the Bliſs re- 


ſulting from ſuch Coalition conſiſts not in the 


Splendour of a Star, or the neat make of Sir Fop- 


ling's Clothes. Interior Virtue adds reſplendent 
Luſtre to the dim Rays of any outſide Star, and 
bedecks a Suit of Clothes much more than the 
richeſt Embroidery; z and in this degenerate Age, 
when the Morals ſeem to be vitiated, the Paſſions 
depraved, and every noble Sentiment exploded, 
F hope the Fair of Great- Britain, who are the 
Glory of our Iſle, will think ſo. This once ef- 
fected, our modern Beaux, or Monkies metamor- 


phoſed, would be converted to ſtudy for plain 
Common Senſe, and antient Engliſh Honeſty and 
Virtue. They would not then be ſtudying ſmart _ 
Repartees, playing the Plagiary, and ranſacking 
every Comedy for ſecond” Hand Wuticiſms. 


They would then ſcorn the modetn Game of Ca- 
lumay, nor ſcandalize the generous Fair for Fa- 
vours received. Each one would then ſeek a 
proper Help-Mate, and Love and Marriage have 
more Votaries than Plutus and Pleaſure. Happy 
Matches would then be as frequent as they are 
now rare, fince Folly and Nonſenſe would be de- 

| throned, 


ed 


— 


2 throned, and Virtue and Reaſon reign in their 
| Stead. VT, 7 


Were you Fair! but cautious whom you truſt, 
Did you but think how ſeldom Fools are juſt, 


So many of your Sex would not in vain, 
Of broken Vows and faithleſs Men complain. 
Of all the various Wretches Love has made, 
| How few have been by Men of Senſe betrayed ? 


Convinc d by Reaſon, they your Power confeſs. 

Pleas d to be happy as yon re pleas'd to bleſs x 

And conſcious of your Worth can never love you 
25 


The farther Adventures of this very extra- 
ordinary Perſon in almoſt every Part of this 


: : Town, as well as at 1/ington, and other Villages 
may perhaps be the Subject of another Pamphlet; 


but as he is at preſent deſervedly cag d, we ſhall 
leave him to ruminate on the Miſchief he has 
done, and to bemoan the Loſs of Liberty, till 
the proper Seaſon comes for his once more ap- 
pearing to the Publick. 
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